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This publication contains information pertaining to state tournament competition for the winter season. It
is divided into two sections. The first section contains information pertinent to all tournaments. The second
section contains the particular rules for each sport.

Schools will be provided with enough copies of the booklet for the principal, athletic director, and each head
coach for the winter season. IItt  iiss  tthhee  sscchhooooll’’ss  rreessppoonnssiibbiilliittyy  ttoo  rreeaadd  aanndd  ffoollllooww  tthhee  gguuiiddeelliinneess  pprroovviiddeedd  iinn  tthhiiss
ppuubblliiccaattiioonn..

I. STATE TOURNAMENT POLICIES

A. The Maryland Public Secondary Schools Athletic Association games or tournament committees, each
representing all of the nine districts shall administer and supervise tournaments in the various sports
at the district, region, and state level.

B. All participating schools shall abide by the rules established by the tournament committee.

C. Although certain aspects of a tournament may vary from year to year, the following basic policies shall
be observed by all tournament committees:

1. A tournament may not interfere with local school policy.

2. A school or school system has the privilege and right to decide whether or not it will participate
in a tournament.

3. A school shall compete in its classification when a tournament is so structured.

4. Certified and approved officials organizations shall be assigned games in a fair, equitable, and
nondiscriminatory manner.

5. All awards and recognition shall conform to MPSSAA Bylaw .08.

6. A tournament committee shall make every effort to establish game sites that minimize extensive
travel for participating teams.

7. All policy and procedure changes for a state tournament shall be subject to the approval of the
MPSSAA executive council with the Association’s tournament committee serving in an advisory
capacity. Emergency decisions on tournament policies and procedures may be made by the
MPSSAA executive director.

8. When a contestant is found ineligible during the progress of a tournament, the contest last played
shall be forfeited, and the team that was defeated shall take its place.

9. AAllll--ssttaarr  tteeaammss  oorr  bbeesstt  iinnddiivviidduuaall  aatthhlleettee  aawwaarrddss  MMAAYY  NNOOTT be selected from an approved tourna-
ment.

10. Sports at the state tournament level shall be governed by approved game rules.

MMPPSSSSAAAA  BBuulllleettiinnss
WWIINNTTEERR  22001133--22001144
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11. If a team or any student participating in state tournament play leaves the field of play before the com-
pletion of a contest, or fails to continue play when eligible to do so, or is guilty of misconduct detri-
mental to the tournament, then the team, coach, contestant or contestants may be suspended from
further participation in the current tournament and from the same tournament in the succeeding year,
upon the determination of the tournament committee and the executive director. IInn  aaddddiittiioonn,,  rreeffeerr  ttoo
sseeccttiioonn  llaabbeelleedd  ““MMiissccoonndduucctt  DDeettrriimmeennttaall  ttoo  aa  TToouurrnnaammeenntt””  ((ppaaggee  4400  iinn  tthhee  ccuurrrreenntt  MMPPSSSSAAAA  HHaanndd--
bbooookk))..

12. The rules of the Association do not provide authority to order games replayed. Protests arising from de-
cisions and interpretations by officials during the game will not be considered. Officials decisions and
interpretations are final.

13. All suspended games will be continued from the point at which they were interrupted.

14. Expansion of any sport to the state level shall be recommended by the MPSSAA’s board of control and
approved by the state superintendent of schools after consultation with local superintendents of
schools.

II. RESPONSIBILITIES OF SCHOOLS PARTICIPATING IN A TOURNAMENT

A. An MPSSAA team completing the minimum number of varsity games stated in the following table qualifies
as a participant in that specific sport for state tournament play.

SSPPOORRTT MMAAXXIIMMUUMM MMIINNIIMMUUMM SSPPOORRTT MMAAXXIIMMUUMM MMIINNIIMMUUMM
BBaasseebbaallll ............................1188 ................................1144 LLaaccrroossssee ........................1122....................................99
BBaasskkeettbbaallll........................2200 ................................1155 SSoocccceerr ................................1122....................................99
FFiieelldd  HHoocckkeeyy ................1122....................................99 SSooffttbbaallll ............................1188 ................................1144
FFoooottbbaallll ................................1100....................................88 VVoolllleeyybbaallll........................1155 ................................1122

BB.. IItt  iiss  tthhee  rreessppoonnssiibbiilliittiieess  ooff  sscchhoooollss  ttoo  wwoorrkk  wwiitthh  rreeggiioonnaall  ddiirreeccttoorrss  ttoo  aaccccuurraatteellyy  rreeppoorrtt  sscchheedduulleess,,  rreessuullttss
aanndd  rreeccoorrddss  ffoorr  tthhee  ppuurrppoossee  ooff  ttoouurrnnaammeenntt  sseeeeddiinngg..    FFaaiilluurree  ttoo  ddoo  ssoo  iinn  aa  ttiimmeellyy  aanndd  aaccccuurraattee  mmaannnneerr  ssiigg--
nniiffiiccaannttllyy  hhiinnddeerrss  tthhee  ssmmooootthh  ooppeerraattiioonn  ooff  tthhee  ssttaattee  ttoouurrnnaammeenntt  aanndd  mmaayy  bbee  ccoonnssiiddeerreedd  mmiissccoonndduucctt  ddeettrrii--
mmeennttaall  ttoo  tthhee  ttoouurrnnaammeenntt  aass  oouuttlliinneedd  iinn  tthhee  MMPPSSSSAAAA  HHaannddbbooookk..      

C. Postponed contests shall be rescheduled on the next available (nonscheduled) playing date. Any dis-
agreements shall be referred to the appropriate local supervisor(s) for resolution.

D. All schools entering a tournament must agree to arrangements made by its tournament committee. This
includes the time and place of each game and the selection of officials. All games will be played under the
rules of the MPSSAA. In cases not covered by written regulations, the tournament committee in charge is
empowered to make decisions.

1. A school may not request a postponement of any tournament game because of illness, injury, or un-
availability of some of its players.

2. A school is responsible for seeing that all its players are protected by insurance in the event of injury.

E. Games will be played on a basis of shared responsibilities. Personnel from the visiting schools must accept
their joint responsibilities with the persons in charge for the supervision and maintenance of good behav-
ior on the part of the students, spectators, and participants. Good sportsmanship, exemplary behavior,
and the protection of property are of primary importance before, during, and following each game. It is
recommended that faculty representatives of the competing teams anticipate and study problems that
could arise from such contests and plan cooperatively to deal with these problems.

F. Schools hosting region tournament games are responsible to provide a qualified game manager other than
the participating coach.
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G. The possession or use of any alcoholic beverage or nonalcoholic substitute (i.e. nonalcoholic cham-
pagne) is considered to be conduct detrimental to a tournament. An individual or team using such
products in any form of consumption or celebration will be subject to disciplinary action.

III. Point of Emphasis

The MPSSAA would like to make a point of emphasis for coaches.  Coaches are reminded that you set
the tone for your team and are the foremost influential figures representing your school.  Your coach-
ing attire and actions should reflect a professional approach that signifies a respect for the game, re-
spect for your school and respect for yourself.

IV. COMPLIMENTARY PASSES

A. Complimentary passes are provided for coaches and administrators only.

1. Passes are distributed through local supervisors.

2. Each pass should have the bearer’s name printed on the pass prior to distribution.

3. A valid driver’s license is required to be displayed with each pass.

44.. AAddmmiissssiioonn  ttoo  RReegguullaarr  SSeeaassoonn  EEvveennttss iiss  ssuubbjjeecctt  ttoo  LLooccaall  SScchhooooll  SSyysstteemm  RRuulleess..

B. Additional special passes will be distributed for some tournaments. Those passes will admit the bearer
only.

C. All other individuals age 7 years or older will be charged admission to any MPSSAA event.

V. RADIO AND TELEVISION

Radio and television coverage of the playoffs and championship games will be allowed by any station
that is awarded a contract by the MPSSAA. Radio and television contracts must be awarded through
the executive director. Schools will be notified by the executive director of approved broadcasters.

VI. MEDICAL PERSONNEL

The MPSSAA has budgeted for qualified medical personnel to be employed at each semifinal and final
game. Host schools should employ those medical personnel from local sources. Medical personnel
will be paid at the local rate.

VII.  POLICE PROTECTION

The game director at each site will employ adequate police protection to supervise parking lots and as-
sist with crowd control.
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REIMBURSEMENT SCHEDULE

MMaaxxiimmuumm  OOffffiicciiaall  PPaarrttyy  --  21

MMeeaallss
1. Over 75 miles one way @ $10/person.
2. Over 150 miles one way @ $30/person.

TTrraavveell  ((rroouunndd  ttrriipp  ddiissttaannccee))
1. Official party - 21
2. 0-150 miles @ 1.50 per mile - minimum $100 or

actual cost.
3. 151-225 miles @ $1.75 per mile - not to exceed ac-

tual cost.
4. Over 225 miles @ $2.00 per mile - not to exceed ac-

tual cost

LLooddggiinngg
Must be approved by the MPSSAA executive direc-
tor

DDiissttrriibbuuttiioonn  ooff  RReecceeiippttss
Region first round and quarterfinal games to host
district; remaining rounds 100% to MPSSAA

RReeiimmbbuurrsseemmeenntt  DDeeaaddlliinnee
April 15

RREEGGIIOONN  AANNDD  SSTTAATTEE  BBAASSKKEETTBBAALLLL

MMaaxxiimmuumm  OOffffiicciiaall  PPaarrttyy  --  School Option TTrraavveell  ((rroouunndd  ttrriipp  ddiissttaannccee))
District Option

RREEGGIIOONN  IINNDDOOOORR  TTRRAACCKK

MMaaxxiimmuumm  OOffffiicciiaall  PPaarrttyy  --  School Option

TTrraavveell  AAlllloottmmeenntt  --  Round Trip Distance
1. 0-50 miles $50
2. 51-150 miles $75
3. 151-225 miles $100
4. Over 225 miles $125

RReeiimmbbuurrsseemmeenntt  DDeeaaddlliinnee
April 15

SSTTAATTEE  IINNDDOOOORR  TTRRAACCKK

MMaaxxiimmuumm  OOffffiicciiaall  PPaarrttyy  --  School Option TTrraavveell  ((rroouunndd  ttrriipp  ddiissttaannccee))
District Option

RREEGGIIOONN  SSWWIIMMMMIINNGG

MMaaxxiimmuumm  OOffffiicciiaall  PPaarrttyy  --  School Option

TTrraavveell  AAlllloottmmeenntt  --  Round Trip Distance
1. 0-50 miles $50
2. 51-150 miles $75
3. 151-225 miles $100
4. Over 225 miles $125

RReeiimmbbuurrsseemmeenntt  DDeeaaddlliinnee
April 15

SSTTAATTEE  SSWWIIMMMMIINNGG
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REIMBURSEMENT SCHEDULE

MMaaxxiimmuumm  OOffffiicciiaall  PPaarrttyy  --  20

MMeeaallss
1. Over 75 miles one way @ $10/person.

TTrraavveell  ((rroouunndd  ttrriipp  ddiissttaannccee))
1. Official party - 20
2. 0-150 miles @ 1.50 per mile - minimum $100 or

actual cost.
3. 151-225 miles @ $1.75 per mile - not to exceed ac-

tual cost.
4. Over 225 miles @ $2.00 per mile - not to exceed ac-

tual cost

LLooddggiinngg
None

DDiissttrriibbuuttiioonn  ooff  RReecceeiippttss
100% to MPSSAA

RReeiimmbbuurrsseemmeenntt  DDeeaaddlliinnee
April 15

SSTTAATTEE  DDUUAALL  MMEEEETT  WWRREESSTTLLIINNGG  CCHHAAMMPPIIOONNSSHHIIPPSS

MMaaxxiimmuumm  OOffffiicciiaall  PPaarrttyy  --  15

MMeeaallss
1. Over 75 miles one way @ $10/person.
2. Over 150 miles one way @ $30/person (must be

approved by executive director).

TTrraavveell  AAlllloottmmeenntt  --  Round Trip Distance
1. 0-50 miles $50
2. 51-150 miles $75
3. 151-225 miles $100
4. Over 225 miles $125

LLooddggiinngg
Reimbursed at $50/room based on four (4) to a
room.

DDiissttrriibbuuttiioonn  ooff  RReecceeiippttss
100% to MPSSAA

RReeiimmbbuurrsseemmeenntt  DDeeaaddlliinnee
April 15

RREEGGIIOONN  AANNDD  SSTTAATTEE  WWRREESSTTLLIINNGG  TTOOUURRNNAAMMEENNTT

MMaaxxiimmuumm  OOffffiicciiaall  PPaarrttyy  --  School Option TTrraavveell  ((rroouunndd  ttrriipp  ddiissttaannccee))
District Option

RREEGGIIOONN  DDUUAALL  MMEEEETT  WWRREESSTTLLIINNGG  


